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Outgoing Chairman - Dr. Val Garn

Dr. Val Garn (Burley) concluded his five year Board term on
February 9, 2016. His contributions to the public and to the Board
were numerous. The Board meets quarterly, which doesn’t seem
too burdensome until the 1,000+ pages of material arrive a few
weeks before the meetings. Dr. Garn was never one to attend
unprepared, I’m pretty sure he read every single page every time!
In addition to Board meetings, Dr. Garn actively participated as a
dental examiner for the Western Regional Examining Board, each
year giving about 40 hours of time studying criteria and calibration
materials at the beginning of each exam year. WREB exams,
including travel are a five-day commitment and Dr. Garn averaged
3-5 exams per year. That’s quite a commitment! He also served as
Idaho’s representative to WREB’s Dental Exam Review Board
which required even more time from his schedule for preparation

and meetings. Dr. Garn also served on the Board’s anesthesia
committee, again committing more time for preparation and
meeting attendance.

Dr. Garn now looks forward to having extra time for fun and
travel with his wife, Anne. They very much enjoy family time,
especially time spent with their grandkids.

Dr. Garn is a very kind and humble person. He is a listener,
not a talker. He speaks thoughtfully and is always open to another’s
viewpoint. We will miss him on the Board and wish him safe and
happy times ahead!

~Susan Miller, Executive Director

OVERVIEW OF THE BOARD OF DENTISTRY

The Idaho Board of Dentistry is governed by the State of Idaho and is a separate and distinct entity from any
professional association. The mission of the Board is to assure the public health, safety and welfare in the state
of Idaho by the licensure and regulation of dentists and dental hygienists. The Board is self-supporting whose
funding is primarily derived from the collection of application and licensing fees. The Board does not receive

any general fund monies.
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A Great Dental Staff Meeting!!!

Having done “Random Office Reviews” for the Board over the past 20 years, I have
learned a lot about the dental offices in Eastern Idaho. The majority of offices are clean,
neat and well equipped no matter their age or location. The staff members have been very
cordial and willing to help with the completion of the “Reviews” all of which is greatly
appreciated. While trying not to disrupt the daily routine in the offices, I have always
tried to say “hello” to the doctors present and introduce myself to the ones I have not met
and thank them all for their cooperation. Suffice it to say, most of the practicing dentists
and their staff in Eastern Idaho seem to be offering a safe, clean, friendly atmosphere in
which to meet and treat their patients.

The greatest deficiency that I have observed in the offices reviewed has been in the
area of “Medical Emergency Equipment and Drugs”. Mostly, out-of-date drugs and
lacking proper positive pressure apparatus and masks to deliver oxygen to adult and
children anywhere in the office or parking lot if need be. In some instances, the staff
member assisting me during the “Review” had no knowledge of the existence or where
the emergency medical kit was located. These situations usually resulted in questions
concerning staff orientation on medical emergencies that can occur in the office and how
they were to be handled by both the doctor and staff. In some instances, I have
recommended that the doctor have an in-house staff meeting to discuss protocol and
procedures for addressing medical emergencies.

In addition to the doctor’s knowledge and presentation of protocol to his staff
members, | have suggested that the staff meeting include a visit by members of the local
Emergency Response Team in the area. The local EMTs that I have spoken to have all
seemed interested and enthusiastic about coming to an office at an appointed time to
present how a response to a 911 call from their office would be handled. As we all know,
time and efficiency are critical in any medical emergency as a life may be at stake. All
EMT responders have procedures and protocol that they must follow in order to insure
safe, effective treatment to a patient and determine whether the incident is life threatening.

By visiting an office at a time that is not an emergency, the EMT responders can
educate the doctor and staff about their routine and suggest ways to aid them in their
response. The office learns the average response time for a 911 call and what is expected
of them before and during the response teams’ arrival. The EMT responders gain
information like what door is best to arrive at in order to permit access for their equipment
and view the lay-out of the office. They will also answer questions that the staff may have
at that time.

Continued
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Some of the things that the EMT responders may suggest as beneficial for them are:

1. A short written summary of the procedure being done to the patient.
2. What drugs and the amount administered to the patient.
3. Copies of the patient’s health history, medications taken, and allergies.

4. Patient contact information.

If the patient is to be transported to an ER or Hospital (which is not always the case
as the incident may be successfully handled in the office), contact information regarding
the dentist’s name and all of his phone numbers should accompany the patient as well as
the above information during the transfer.

The EMTs at the staff meeting will also explain that the 911dispatcher will want to
remain in contact with someone in the office until the response team arrives and assumes
treatment for the patient. The dispatcher will ask a lot of questions of the person on the
phone in order to relay pertinent information to the responders while they are en route to
the office if need be.

A staff meeting about the dental office’s emergency protocol and involving the local
EMT Responders is a win-win for everyone involved. The staff will become more
informed and ready to deal with a 911 call should there ever be need for one. The EMTs
will have information about access to the office and the necessary written information
readily at hand to manage the patient efficiently and safely. And the patient in distress is
receiving the best most professional care available for the situation.

Because of more utilization of sedation methods in dental offices and the increased
amounts of drugs and medications patients are taking on a daily basis, today’s dental
offices face an increasing chance of a medical emergency happening. The more
knowledge that dentists and their staffs have in addressing a medical emergency will not
only insure the health and safety of their patients, but also benefit their own peace of mind
and confidence if such a situation should arise.

So call today and make an appointment with your local EMT Responders. They are
great people dedicated to helping the community and are willing to aid in your staff
meeting and it is free! Success is easy. Just do the right thing!

I would like to thank Mike Evans, EMT with the Idaho Falls Fire Department for his help
in providing information for this article.

~ Steven M. Klingler, DDS
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Legislative

Governor Otter brought forth legislation sponsored by Rep. Barbieri on 2/12/16 to
amend the statutes related to some of Idaho’s regulatory boards and commissions in
an effort to reduce exposure to federal anti-trust prosecution by modernizing older
board statutes (including BOD’s) to mirror newer board statutes. The legislation will
allow the governor to 1) consider for board appointment all qualified candidates
recommended by trade and professional associations and by any individual residing in
this state, 2) directs that all board members serve at the pleasure of the governor, and
3) requires that boards have at least one consumer member. As of this writing, House
Bill 482 passed the House 59-10-1 and has moved to the Senate.

House Bill 341 is moving through the legislature and currently is on the Senate third
reading calendar. This bill updates the Patient Freedom of Information Act, also
referred to as IDACARE. IDACARE was enacted in 1998 to create a publicly
accessible database of information regarding specified licensed or registered health
care professionals. At the time IDACARE was created, many regulatory boards did
not have comprehensive publicly searchable websites. Since regulatory boards now
have information about licensees available on their websites, this bill would eliminate
the requirement for a separately maintained website. The bill also requires health
related regulatory boards to make certain information about licensees available on
their website. This change will ultimately relieve the burden on health care
professionals of reporting information in two different places and relieve the burden
on the State of maintaining a separate database and website for IDACARE. It will also
ensure the public has access to certain information by requiring boards make it
available on their websites.

¢ BOD did not introduce any legislation or rule revisions this session, but will be putting forth

some amendments/additions for the 2017 session.

2017 Amendments under consideration include:

Administrative Rules

Housekeeping: update editions cited in incorporated document section, clarify
applicability of timeline for acceptance of examinations, clarifications to minimal
sedation rule, and clarify rules regarding ACLS/PALS requirements for sedation
permit holders.

New rules to specify minimum requirements for patient records.

New rules to specify minimum facility requirements applicable to all practices, i.e.
basic emergency drugs, infection control/sterilization.

Amend sections regarding requirements for renewal of a sedation permit and actions
taken in the event of non-renewal.

Repeal advertising rules (statutory provisions are deemed to be adequate). Continued
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BOD is considering whether to require expanded function certification for dental
assistants who take radiographs. This consideration is due to the Idaho Radiation
Control Program (IRCP) new chapter of rules which became effective 4/11/15. IRCP
began issuing x-ray licenses last summer to approximately 25% of the currently
registered sites. The plan, as explained to BOD, was to complete the registration to
licensure transition over a four year period. X-ray safety and training documentation
requirements are more prominently featured in the rewritten rules and there may be
benefit in BOD taking the lead on dental office training requirements.

Legislation

54-918: amend to add a subsection regarding limit on examination retakes

54-920: strike provision authorizing issuance of a retirement status license (retirement
status does not allow the holder to practice or to convert to a license to practice),
considering further amendments regarding requirements for active status.

Once rules and legislation are drafted, BOD will seek comment from all interested parties.

On the Horizon

National push for license portability and a universal licensure exam may create
difficulties for the BOD (could result in less qualified applicants but not really known at
this time)

Increased student debt is changing the practice model that graduates are entering, BOD
has received a higher percentage of complaints from some of these practice models
Advertising:  BOD must avoid activity/regulation which could be considered
anti-competitive.

Telehealth access act passed by 2015 legislature which authorized health regulatory
boards to promulgate rules. BOD may need to consider rules for tele-dentistry.

BOD Member Appointments

The Governor has appointed Dr. Spencer Lloyd to serve on the BOD. He will fill
the expired term of Dr. Val Garn. We look forward to welcoming Dr. Lloyd at the April
BOD meeting!! The Governor also appointed Ms. Tina Wilson to serve a second
five-year term as the consumer member, and Ms. Meg Long, RDH to serve a five year
term as a dental hygienist member. Ms. Long is considered a reappointment as she had
previously filled an unexpired term.

2016 BOD Meetings

April 22-23 (Boise) ¢ July 14-15 (Coeur d’Alene) ¢
October 28-29 (Boise)
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Check out the new “Forms” link on our website.
We now have specific forms for:

Address and/or Name Change Notification
License Verification Request Form

Mailing List Order Form

Office Inspection Form

Public Records Request Form

You can now complete the form online and email it directly to us!

*Mailing list order form will need to be printed and mailed in with
payment.

**¢0 to isbd.idaho.gov and click on “forms”

Know a Dentist in trouble with drugs/alcohol or
mental health problems?

Please contact the Program for Recovering Dental Professionals for help.

www.SouthworthAssociates.net 800.386.1695

24 Hour
CONFIDENTAIAL Toll Free Crisis Line

366-460-9014

Idaho State Board of Dentistry
P.O. Box 83720 « 350 N. 9th Street, Suite M-100

Boise, Idaho 83720-0021
Phone (208) 334-2369 e Fax (208) 334-3247
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